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Advertiſement. 


Fd N ata ng this Diſcourſe the 4u- 
** thor had not the leaſt Idea of print- 
ng 1t, deſigning only to deliver it among 
the people committed to his charge ;— 
but ſome perſons, who heard it from the 
pulpit, were of opinion it might Prove 
a word in ſeaſon 7o the Public in 
general, and therefore intreated him 
zo permit its being. + og 


"Fa 
If it pol? He Te . WOD) be the 


means to deter fue TI} of violence 
for the future, VAEES e to that divine” 
Zemper of loving our neighbour as 
ourſelves, it will be well, and the 
wiſhes of the Author and his Friends 
wull be accompliſhed, while the glory 
Will be due to GoD alone, 
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Luke 1it. 14. 


AND HE SAID UNTO THEM, DO VIO- 
LENCE TO NO MAN. 


$9 0g HE Chriſtian Religion which the 
! T c Goſpel teaches, is not a fragment, 


| that is a partial, broken part of a. 
K5@ 02% thing, but it isa complete Syſtem, 


and it's defign is to make the profeſſors of it 200d 
throughout. It teaches us a proper conduct 
_ towards all with whom we are connected, —_A 
CHRISTIAN is a complete, uniform, finiſhed 
character. A chriſtian, properly ſo called, is a 
Lover of God, a Believer in Chriſt, a true Pe- 
nitent, and one who gives diligent attendance 
upon every ordinance of religious worſhip, — 
Altho' True, Heart-religion begins and cen- 
ters in God, yet its effects ſpread far and wide: 
| K it 


(4:3 eg 
it includes a proper conduct towards all. A / 
real chriſtian is not only devout, but has a re= | 
gard to all civil, as well as religious duties.— 
He is not only a ſervant of God in matters 
purely devotional, but is an uſeful member of 
Society ; he makes conſcience of juſtice, huma- , 
nity, righteouſneſs, and charity, with all the 
good offices due to his fellow-creatures : If he 
1s a Ruler, he is a GooD RULER, if a Suljed, 
he is a Go0D SUBJECT, a good FATHER, 2a 
good MASTER, a good SERVANT ; becauſe he 
endeavours to ©* keep a good conſcience, both 
< towards God and towards man.” —It is the 
office of a good Miniſter not only to preach 
immediately the great 4oFrincs of the goſpel, 
but likewiſe to inculcate the great and impor- 
tant duties which the goſpel enjoins; and it 
would be very extravagant for any one to diſ- 
 xeliſh theſe duties thro? apretended zeal, for the 
doctrines of grace, ſince theſe duties are no in- 
conſiderable parts of the goſpel. 


Fohn the Baptiſt has here ſet down an excellent 
example for goſpel miniſters to imitate ;—he 
taught the people both doctrines and duties in 
their moſt extenſive compaſs: —Abundance of 
people from all parts flocked to hear, and dit- 
ferent ſorts of people applied to him for direc- 
tions ; among others, the phariſecs and publi- 
| cans, 


cans, and laſt of all the ſoldiers, all in their 
turns aſking, © What ſhall we do ?” 


His reply to the ſoldiers is what I intend 
chiefiy to in{1{t upon at this time ;—a time, in 
which tumults and inſurre&tions have fadly 
diſgraced this Proteſtant country | 


© Do vioLENCE To No MAN,” is the voice 
of heaven, and what is here commanded, is of 


_ univerſal concern to all.-From whence you 
may learn, that the goſpel of Jeſus Chriſt 


teaches the utmoſt humanity and gentleneſs, and 
forbids all violence to men's perſons and pro- - 
perties, | 


1, Lot us firt enquire, What theſe words 
imply ? 


II. Conſider the reaſons why we are to de 
wolence to no man : 


III. Make ſome inferences. 


1, What 1s implied in theſe words ? 


iſt, They do not give the leaſt countenance 
to that indifferency or tameneſs of ſpirit, which 
will lead a man to an unlimited compliance 
= " 9K with 
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with the ſinful condu of others.—'There is 
fuch a thing as a timid, paſive tameneſs, which 


ſubmits to every encroachment without a 


ſtruggle, but this forms no part of the chri/- 
tan's duty, —T hat ferviile coippliance which 
falls in with the vain opinions and manners 
of men on all occaſions, is ſo far from being a 
virtue, that it is really pregnant with many 


vices. —Had not our fore-fathers ſtood firm 


to the goſpel in the days of trial and perſecu- 
tion, had they tamely ſubmitted to the impoſt- 
tions of men, we ſhould not now have had one 
leaf of the Bible left amongſt us. _ 


An implicit tameneſs defeats and overthrows 
all teadineſs of principle, and produces a con- 


formity to the ſinful cuſtoms of men,—lIt is 


impoſſible to be faithful to God, to ſupport the 
purity and dignity of the goſpel, without oppoſ- 
ing the world on various occaſions, even tho” 
we ſhould ftand alone.—The three children in 
Babylon ſtood firm, though all the empire was 
againſt them.—Dane! prefer'd the lions den 


rather than difobey God, and wound his own 


conſcience. —T he holy martyrs beheld galling 


fetters, as it were, turn'd into delightful orna- | 
ments, —gloomy dungeons appeared lightfome— 


priſons became as palaces, and furious flames 
as beds of roſes in their view, —A true chriſ- 
tian 


CF 
tian dares to be ſingular in a depraved age, 
though hiſſing crowds ſhould point at him as 
he goes along, and men of faſhion deſpiſe him; 
becauſe he knows, it is far better to have a 
wounded body than a wounded conſcience. 


| The friendly temper of the goſpel is to be 
_ carefully diſtinguiſhed from the ſpirit of cowar-_ 
dice.—A goſpel temper gives up no important 
truth from flattery; it is not only conſiſtent 
with a firm mind, but abſolutely requires a 
fortitude of ſoul, and a fixed principle, in order 
to give it real value, 


2dly. The words of the text do not weaken 
the authority of executive Fuſiice, A malefactor 
has violence offered to him when impriſoned and 

_ puniſhed for his crimes, but then he forfeits, all 
claim to proteC&tion and the benefit of fociety on 
account of his guilt. For exemplary penalties 
are eſſential to good laws, to give them their 


due influence, without which they would be 
empty terrors. = FReoves 


3dly. The grand point which is forbidden in 
the text, 1s that harſhneſs and ſeverity, that 


violence and oppreflion, which are always the 
. offspring of pride and arrogance. 
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SOS, 
A goſpel ſpirit will be unwilling to give 


' Pain to others ;—Tt teaches compaſſion, and_ 
compaſſion prompts us to relieve the wants of 


others, if in our power.—The goſpel teaches 
Forbearance, and forbearance prevents us from. 


retaliating injuries, or rendering evil for evil. —- 


A ſpirit of meekneſs reſtrains us from angr 

paſſions ; and a candid temper will reſtrain from 
Judging others with ſeverity.—A true goſpel 
temper is founded on a ſenfe of what we owe to 


 Gop, who made us, and to JesUus CuarisT. 


who redeemed us, and to the common nature 
of which we ſhare.—A goſpel temper, actuated 
from a reflection of our own feelings and 
wants, 1s backward to infli&t wounds, is ever 
ready to oblige, and grateful when obliged by 
others, —It breathes an habitual kindneſs to- 


wards friends, good will to ſtrangers, and long- 


ſuffering towards our enemies.—lIt teaches us 


to adminiſter reproof with mildneſs, and tocon- 
fer favours with mode/ly,— Hence the zeal of 
a true Chriſtian is temperate and mixed with 
Knowledge ;—he will not contend with eager- 
neſs about trifles; is flow to contradif, and flower 
fill to blame, —'This chriſtian temper is forward 
to reſtore peace,—is not fond of intermeddling 


' with other men's affairs, neither is it inquiſitive 


to pry into the ſecrets of others.—It delights 


above all things to alleviate diſtreſſes, to dry up 


the 


(P01: 


_ the widow's tear, and to ſooth the heart of the 
ſorrowful.—This temper is nobly inforced by 
the apoſtle, when he ſays, Bear yeone another's 
<« burthens, and ſo fulfil the law of CnurisT. 
« —Rejoice with thoſe that rejoice, and weep 
&« with thoſe that weep”” :-—he commands that 

«© every one ſhould pleafe his neighbour for 
«© po00d to edification,” —and exhorts us to be 
pitiful and courteous, — to ſupport the 
weak,—to be patient towards all men, and, 
as the ele of God, to put on bowels of 


compaſſion, kindneſs, humblenefs of mind, 
& meekneſs, long ſuffering.” | 


CC 
cc 
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FE.2 proceed, in the Second place, to ſhew 


ſome reaſons why we are to do violence to no 
man. 


it, One reaſon ariſes from our obligation to 
God. Theapoftle exhorts us to be © followers 

* of God as dear children.” — When we ſur- 
vey Als works, nothing is ſo conſpicuous as 
HIS majeſty and greatneſs !|—]f you conſult 
| his Word and Providences, nothing is fo re- 
markable as the. method he takes to ſoften that 
greatneſs, and place it in a mild light:—Hence 
he makes himſelf known as ©* the God of conſo- 
lation,” and with condeſcending tenderneſs, 
_ accommodates himſelf to the fituation of the 


diſtreſſed, 
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diſtreſſed :—Hence he is ſaid to © dwell with 


« the humble and contrite—That he hideth not 
<« his face when: the afMlited cry :—He heareth 
& the broken in heart, and bindeth up their 
& wounds.*”*— When he reproved Adam, he 
went to him in the cool of the day, walking in 
the garden ; to teach us to reſtrain anger,— 
When he admoniſhed Eli;zah, he was not in 


the whirlwind, or in the carthquake, but in the 
ſill ſmall viice—When he ſent the angels to 


Sodom, we read, they walked thither.. Angels, 
when ſent upon errands of mercy are ſaid to fly 
with ſpeed, but upon the errand of judgment 
they walk ; to ſhew that the Lord is /ow to 
anger. — _ 


When the eternal Son of God eame into the 
world, he was full of mildneſs and goodneſs : 


It was propheſied of him long before his in- 


carnation, that he ſhould not ©* ſtrive nor cry,. 
& or cauſe his voice to be heard in the ſtreet; 
« that a bruiſed reed he ſhould not break, and 
<« the ſmoaking flax he would not quench :”— 
All theſe words are deſcriptive of the mildneſs 
and tenderneſs with- which he would purſue his 
undertakings.—Wohen in the. warmth of zeal, 


_ two of his diſciples aſked him leave to pray for 


fre from heaven, to-'burn thoſe people that. 


would not receive him, He turned and rebuked. 


them 


COT 
them, ſaying, * Ye know not what ſpirit ye ars 
© of:”—aſluring them, that © he came not to 
deſtroy mens lives but to ſave them.” —When 
at the time of his ſuffering, Peter cut of Mal- 
eus's ear, he healed the one, and reproved the 
other, ordering him to put up his ſword in its 
ſheath.—And after his aſcenſion to glory, the 
«diſtinguiſhing features of his character are ſo 
well known, that St. Paul beſeeches the Corin- 
| thians, ©© by the meekneſs and gentieneſs of 
CHnrisT.” 2 Cor. .. 1,—During all his inter- 
courſe with the human race, no harſhneſs, 
violence or pride, appeared in his conduct ; 
he was ever eaſy of acceſs to all, mild in his re- 
proofs, and in his whole behaviour amiable 
and exemplary, Well therefore did he command 
us, ſaying, © Learn of me, for I am meek; and 
<« lowly of heart.” 


 2dly, I may add here an\thi urgiumont'; 
namely, that the HoLy GnosT, the Third 
perſon in the ever bleſſed Trinity, is the in- 
ſpirer of this temper. For the apoſtle hath 
aſſured us, that ** The fruit of the Spirit is in” 
&« all meekneſs, gentleneſs, and long-ſuffer- 
5 ing;” and again, that it is $4 Love, joy, 
«© peace, long-ſuffering, quietneſs, goodneſs, 
« faith, meekneſs, temperance.” You need 
only open the New Teſtament, and you will 
find, that Love, Forbearance, &c. are capital 
figures 
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Ggures preſented to our view in » almoſt every 


Page of it. 


True it is, that the goſpel is far from hav- 
ing produced its full effets upon the nations 
where the chriſtian religion is profeſſed at 
preſent; but this we know, that the goſpel 
ſhall in due time produce ſuch bleſſed effects, 
that the nations of the earth ſhall learn war no 
more, and the ſound of violence ſhall no more 
be heard, Nevertheleſs,. ſo far as the goſpel 
has had a proper influence, it has gained great 


and wonderful victories, over thoſe powers of 


violence and cruelty which prevailed in former 
ages.—Some nations there are, who having re- 
ceived, the goſpel, have diſcouraged, and in 
ſome meaſure aboliſhed Aviry, It is, queſtion» 


{ leis, an ind-iible diſgrace and dithangur to any 


Proteſiant kingdom, ſuch as ours profefles to 
be, in the leaſt to countenance and encourage 
Slavery; and the African Slave-trade is a ſcandal 
to all Europe. O earth ! cover not the blood 
of theſe ſlain ! 


However, ſo far as the goſpel of JesUs has 
its effects, it will overthrow the dens of cruelty ; 
it has already reſcued thouſands from the gal- 
ling ignominious yoke which former ages 


pond under *—it has introduced a more 


equitable | 


"CF 7 

equitable ceconomy between the two ſexes, and 
tendered the conjugal life more happy ; be- 
cauſe it teaches huſbands to treat their wives 
with the utmoſt tenderneſs and endearment.—It 
has abated the ferocity of war, and in many 

places overturned the power of deſpotiſm— 
| The goſpel has mitigated the cruelty of bloody 
puniſhments, and wherever it comes it removes 
| barbarity and perſecution for conſcience: ſake, 
and introduces civil and religious liberty, —And 
my dear hearers, if you and I pretend reſpe& 
and zeal for the goſpel, and-if this reſpe& and 
zeal be ſincere, we dare not allow ourſelves in 
harſhneſs, violence, and ſeverity; —if we do, it 
1s a plain proof that the goſpel has not had its 
proper effects upon our hearts. 


3dly. Weought not tooffer violence toany one. 
If you conſider the relation we bear to one ano- | 
| ther, we are by nature formed for ſociety, we are 
 impelled by a kind of compatſſonate inftint to- 
wards each other.— The human race are linked 
by a thouſand connections founded on our com- | 
mon wants; and a goſpel temper teaches benignity 
in-every ſtation in life.—To be difficult of ac- 
ceſs, to 'be contemptuous and hard-hearted, is 
| to revolt from the principles of chriſtianity, 


How 


( 14 ) 
How feeling are our complaints when we are 
treated with harſhneſs and violence by thoſe 
with whom we have any dealings ? And ought 


we not to examine whether we do not at any 


time inflit that .pain upon others, which we 
ourſelves complain of ? 


It is not ſufficient. to ſhew a beneficent tem- 
per upon ſome extraordinary occaſions ;—the 
chriſtian temper muſt not be ſupported by a 
few acts now and then ; but, by daily and re- 
peated exertions,—It muſt not break forth into 
a tranſient luſtre, now and then, like the blaze 
of a meteor, but ſhould be regular as the ſun.— 
There is not a day paſles, in the common tranſ- 


aCtions of life, and more particularly in the in- 


tercourſe of domeſtic life, where there is a nu- 
merous family, but this finds large room to_ 


operate one way or another, 
| REY 


| There are many 'ſituations in human life 
where the kind reception, the condeſcention, 
and thelook of iympathy, will bring greater re- 
lief to the heart by far, than a bountiful gift 
beſtowed now and then. Hence it is that ſome 

can deny a requeſt with more gracefulneſs than 


another can confer a favour. —The gentle. 


ſpirit of the goſpel ſoftens animoſities, renews 
endearments, 


© 
endearments, and makes one perſan's counte- 
nance to be a refreſhment to another's. 


3dly. There is another reaſon why we 
ſhould offer violence to no man ; becauſe of 
_ the great goſpel precept, ©* All things what- 
& ſoever ye would that men ſhould do to you, 
« doyeeven ſoto them.” 


A ſuperior, for example, ſhould treat his 
| Inferior juſt in the ſame manner in which he 
would reaſonably expect to be treated himſelf, 
if he was in a low condition, and his inferior 
advanced :—lIs it reaſonable that my neighbour 
ſhould make no encroachment or uſe no vio- 
lence towards me and my property? It is 
equally reaſonable I ſhould behave ſo to him. 
Dol expect that another ſhould obſerve the 
rules of juſtice or mercy towards me ? I ſhould 
obſerve the ſame towards him : If he ſhould 
relieve me in my calamities, I ought to do the 
ſame to him, if in my power.—lIf this plain 
rule was duly obſerved, it would at once baniſh 
harſhneſs,* violence, and oppreffion from the 
earth : Governors and the governed would be 
_ quite of a different temper—Beſides, this rule 
is ſoplain that it ſcarcely requires an expoſition, 
Many of our Engliſh laws are tedious and in- 


tricate,. and. their language wants perſpicuity, 
Cc but 
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| but a perſon of the weakeſt underſtanding can 


comprehend this : Let him only apply to his own 


feelings, and aſk,—*< What would I reaſonably 


© expect or with from another ? How would I 


© wiſh to be treated ? The ſame rule would direct 


© me how to treat another.'—Do you expect 


| your neighbour to rejoice in your proſperity, or 
ſympathize with you in your adverſity ? Would 


you have him to be tender of your reputation, 
and ready to put the beſt conſtruction upon your 


words or actions? Are you unwilling he ſhould 
ſpread an evil report of you? Do you deſire 


him to dire& you when miſtaken ? Would you 


_ deſire that another ſhould entertain angry or 


malicious thoughts concerning you ? Would 
you like he ſhould envy your proſperity, or 


' rejoice in your aflictions? Then your. expec- 
| tations from others have the force of a law 
upon yourſelves; it ſhould ſparkle and ſhine 


in your breaſt like the Urim and Thummim on 


__ the breaſt of the high prieſt. 


The obſervance of this rule 1s neceſſary to 
conſtitute you a real Chriſtian. —An unfaithful, 


an unjuſt, and an uncharitable Chriſtian, is as 


great a contradiction as a prayerleſs, a ſwearing, 
or a defrauding Chriſtian, —Men cannot look 


into our hearts, but they have a right to look 


into and examine our aftions ; and it is incre- 
__ _ dible 


(95) 
dible what injury the Chriſtian Religion has 
received, from the evil walk and bad tempers of 
its profeſſors. —Fheſe have opened the mouths 
of Jews, Turks, and Infidels againſt our re)i- 
gion ;—when they ſee the profeſſors of the 
Goſpel making uſe of every baſe method to 
accompliſh their ends,—that they are deceit-- 
ful, over-reaching, contentious, ſordid, covet- 
ous, unjuſt, uncharitable, and can make religion 
a cloak for ſlavery, or a ſtratagem to accompliſh 
a baſe defign ; they conclude of courſe that the 
| religion of Chriſtians is a cheat. —On the other 
hand, I know of nothing that has a greater 
tendency to propagate true religion, than that 
the profeſſors of the goſpel, ſhould be governed 
by the ſpirit of the poſpel. : 


I might multiply arguments ;—but I con- 
clude by adding, that the humanity and gen- 
tleneſs recommended in the text, promotes and 
carries along with it inward tranquility in our 
own breaſt, —T his was the ſpirit which com- 
forted Feremah amidſt the hatred and perſecu- 
tion of the people. —W hen benignity and good- 
will reign in the heart, we are always leaſt in 
danger of being ruffled without. — The peace of 
God in the heart fills it with ſerenity ;—it is 
the ſweet ſun-ſhine of the mind ;—when this. 
is the prevailing temper, every perſon, and 

n-- every 
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every occurrence is beheld in the moſt favour- 


able light, When the clouds of diſguſt, anger, 
and i]I-will gather in the mind, immediately the 


ſcene changes, nature ſeems transformed, and 
the appearance of all things blackens :—V jolent 
ſpirits, Tike troubled waters, render all images 
which reflet upon them diſtorted and broken ; 
but wherever the goſpel prevails in the heart, 
it baniſhes hatred, bigotry, variance, wrath, 
envy and ſtrife; for <* they that are Cnris- 
« TIaxs do crucify the fleſhwith its affections 
& and luſts,” —But I haften, 


Nay, To make ſome Inferences.— 


1. Is it true, thatthe ſpirit of violence is con- 


 trary to the Goſpel of Cryr1sT ? then we may 


learn from whence flows that ſpirit of oppreſ- 
fion and violence which abounds in the world : 


| It comes from Satar and the pride of the heart. 
In the fulneſs of ſelf-eſtimation, men forget- 
_ What they are ;—men are rigorous with reſpect 


to the offences of others, as if they themſelves 
had never offended ;—they are unfeeling to 


the diftreſſes of others, as if they themſelves 


were incapable of ſuffering. How ſhocking is 
the fight, to ſee men become enemies to one 
another—inveterate foes to their own ſpecies ! 


2dly. 


EC hs 
-24ly.” Learn from hence, doing violence to 
men's perſons or property, is directly contrary 
to the Goſpel of peace and the happineſs of 
mankind.—Coercive meaſures are no argu- 
ments to convince the underſtanding ; therefore 
all tumults, riots, inſurretions, demoliſhing 
and burning of houſes and places of worſhip 
are diretly contrary to the ſpirit of the goſpel. 
Sorry I am to hear that the metropolis, and ſome 
other parts of this kingdom, have been recent- 
ly diſgraced by | ſuch outrageous proceedings,— 
Altho' I heartily deteſt Pipery: and cannot but 
conſider it as ſubverſive of the GospEL of 
Fesvs and the juſt<ights of mankind, —yet I 
do not hate the perſons of thoſe who profeſs that 
religion ; nor would I hurt a hair of their heads 
on any.account, or offer the leaſt injury to their 
property. Papiſts have flain their thouſands, 
yet that 1 is no reaſon for Proteſtants to perſecute 
"them, or for one Proteſtant SeCt to perſecute 
another.—Whatſoever is right, we know that 
perſecution 1s wrong :—no method or means 
can convince the underſtanding or conciliate the 
affections, but rational conviction, hd ſcrip- 
tural arguments. Truth is too noble a prin- 
_ Ciple to require any other. In matters of reli- 
gion, all other methods of dealing with oppo- 
nents ſhould be diſdained as abſurd, and abhorred 
as a a aSdeads was a time when the 
42 Church 
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doQrines, yet no man has a right to ſmite them 
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| Church had reaſon to complain, in the language 


of the Pſalmiſt, ** Thou haſt cauſed men to 


| $© ride over our heads, we went through fire 
-B * and ranges.» water." 


—Cruel Nimrods came | 


Jo could. AX at Inld.. c« Thou broughipl: 


« us into a wealthy. place.” '—This was the 
victory of their patience. 


3dly. Ars Chriſtians forbidden to offer vio- 
lence to any man? then let all that profeſs 
the goſpel cultivate the temper and ſpirit there- 
of. —The goſpel that turns wolves into lambs, 
Never turns lambs into wolves. —Remember, 
<c The wrath of man worketh not the righte- 
« ouſneſs of God :” For want of conſidering 


this, we are apt to fall into violent meaſures.— 


The cauſe of religion requires warmth, but 
it ſhould be a warmth guided by knowledge. 
Saul in his fury, might breath out threatenings 
and ſlaughter, and—Papi/ts may think they are 
doing God ſervice, when they maflacre or con- 
fign over to the flames thouſands of ſuppoſed 


 Heretics; but thoſe that have imbibed the. 


ſpirit of the goſpel, have not ſo Hearned Chriſt, 
The Ark of God requires no fuch weapons to 

defend it.—Though we' cannot wiſh Papiſts 
Good Speed, while they hold ſuch erroneous 
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In the face, or to. offer the leaſt inj al to their 
perſons or property. 


4thly. This doctrine teaches all Chriſtians to 


love one another.—You all profeſs to be bap- 
tized into oze ſpirit, ſhew it by your love to 
one another.—When the embers of contention 
begin to ſmoke, ſtrive inſtantly to put it out. 


There is nothing that the devil grudges more_ 


to Chriſtians than peace and unanimity among 

_ themſelves. If he cannot rend them from Chriſt, 
he will do what he can to make them rend 
,one another, as it were, aſunder, by ſowing the 
| ſeedof diſcord among them; that like a ſhattered 
fleet in a ſtorm, they may beat againſt each 
other — till equal, inconceivable injury is ſuſ- 

tained, and but too frequently utter deſtruction, 


 _ 5thly. Examine yourſelves whether you are 
governed by the temper recommended in the 
text, Have you been careful not to offer yio- 
Hence to any man ? Have you been careful to 
injure no good man in his name, reputation and 
character? Have you ever entertained evil 


thoughts of any without foundation ? Are you ; 


acquitted, or ſelf-condemned ? — Let us con- 
fult our own conſciences, this day, and they 
will tell us. —Let us remember, that a proper 
ſpirit and temper in the profeſſors of the goſpel, 
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is abſolutely neceſſary to recommend it to others. 
O Let us ſtudy an upright, conſiſtent charaRter ! 
Let it not be ſaid of any of us, + Theſe pcople 
© make a mighty ſtir about their religion 
* and their orthodoxy : they make a great noiſe 
* about prayer and preaching ; yet they - can. 
* ſlander, they can backbite, can ſpeak evil of 
* others, they can clandeſtinely cheat, they 
* can borrow, without making any conſcience 
* of paying, they can lie, and take a bribe, * 
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* Bribery is a heinous complicated, epidemical 
crime, which, like. adultery, cannot be committed 


 alone.—And, however it may be made a jeſt of by 


multitudes in our depraved age, it is a Sin awfully 
threatened with vengeance in the book of God. The 


ſcripture aſſures us that ** a Bribe blindeth the eyes 


4 and perverts the judgment.” —Bribery was the fin 
of BALAAn, and therefore it is called *« the wages of 
« unrighteouſnels” by the apoſtle.—The worſt fin 
that was erer committed under the canopy of heaven, 


was committed through a xibe ; I mean, the betraying 


of CyrisT.—Bribery was the fin of Fudas; whoſe 
queſtion was, * bat qvill you give me, and 1 will de- 
« };er him into your hands ?*'—And it is too much to 
6« be feared, many of our great men, and thouſands 
of corrupt Free-men in Boroughs and Corporations, 


derray-their country for Bribes, Places, and Penſions, 


as 
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© as ſoon” as thoſe who make no profeſſion.” 


If this be the caſe with any who now hear me, 
you may ca]l yourſelves what you pleaſe, but 
you are "ey" far from being Chriſtians. 


I conclude with repeating what I have partly 
mentioned before :—Let your hearts be go- 
verned by the love of Gop, and the love of all 
the human race, eſpecially thoſe that are of the 
houſhold of faith ;—Unite this amiable ſpirit 
| with 
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Bribery was the ſin of Gehazi, for which he and his 
poſterity were puniſhed with the leproſy. He that 
offers and he that receives a bribe, are both unjuſt 
and unfaithful to the truſt committed to them.,—He 
that gives, and he that receives aBribe, cannot be 

a good man; for it is abſolutely inconſiſtent with up- 

_ rightneſs and integrity. The Prophet Samucl ap- 
peals to all {fael, ſaying, ** Of whom have I re- 
& ceived a Bribe ?” and //ai4/ 111.15. we read, that 
& 'The good man ſhaketh his hands from holding a 
6 Bribe.” —The prophet's image is firong and 
beautiful ; ** He /baketh bis hands,” juſt as a perſon 
would do who has burning coals thrown upon them, 
or a viper faſtening to his fingers; in ſuch a caſe, 
'no one would debate with himſelf a moment con- 
cerning the expediency of the thing, but in- 


_ ſtantly caſt away the pernicious monſter.—The Al. 


mighty has threatened ** that wrath ſhall conſume 
66 the Tabernacles of bribery,” Job xv. 34. They 


(24.7 
with a proper zeal, for thatall isjuſt and good ; 
Let picty and humanity be combined together. 
—'The merciful man will comfort the diſconſo- 
late ;—inftrut the ignorant, —give counſel to. 
the doubtful; and ſalutary reproofs where 
_neceſlity 
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may ſtand for a while, but in time the indignation 
will kindle, and all the rivers in the South cannot 
quench it : Hence ſome who have been obſervant 
_ of the ways of Providence have aſſerted, that thoſe 
families who have enriched themſelves by bribery, 
built them fine houſes, &c. have not only loſt their 
credit before men, but that few or none of their 
race continue in any degree of proſperity to the 
third or fourth generation ; they have their names 
| blotted out from under heaven'; their poſterity 
become beggars, or, one way or another miſerable 
in this life, 


| This was one of the crying fine againſt which 
Amos was ſent to preach, and which at length 
carried Iirael captive ;—It was the overthrow of 
the Roman empire; and, if public virtue does not 
take place, will be the final overthrow of the 
Britiſh alſo ; for it has already dilmembered it, 
and thrown the whole into confuſion. 

1 hope ſome able pen will take up this ſubje&t 
and expoſe this predominant, daring fin of Bribery ; 
which, to uſe the words of a noble peer, has made 
our corporations the tinks of corruption, —and from 
the Guilt of which, may tbe Lord deliver this Nation, 


ES I 
neceſſity requires them ;—he will vindicate 
thoſe that are unjuſtly aſperſed, eſpouſe the 
cauſe of the diſtrefled and injured, bear with the 
infirmities of the weak,—nor will he think it 
ſufficient to ſend away the indigent with Good 
Fords only. | 


If you wiſh to be the followers of Jtsus 

indeed, if you wiſh to paſs through life, and 
| _ to meet death in whatever form it may approach 
you, with calmneſs and ferenity—-lIf you deſire 
to partake of the glories of the reſurrection in 
the laſt day, and enjoy the happineſs of heaven 
forever, =O then imbibe the ſpirit of the 
Goſpel !—Depend upon the SAviour's atone-- 
ment, and follow 11s example, who ** when 
© he was reviled, reviled not again, and when 
© he ſuffered, threatened not.” In life and 
' in death ſtudy to be faithful to him, true to 
your conſciences and juſt to all mankind; 


2 you. will then find that the religion of Jesvs 


will ſuſtain you when every other ſource of 
conſolation fail, and you will be enabled to _ 
reſign your departing ſpirits into the hands of 
that ]eEsUs who hath promiſed,-<* that where he 
is, there ſhall his ſervants be,” ——Which may 
God of his infinite mercy grant to all that hear 
me this day, for his Name's ſake. Amen. 
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